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v; SUBJECT NATIONALITIES 



OF THE 



GERMAN ALLIANCE 



r ' 

^ TTKT'HEN Revolutionary Russia proclaimed, as her pro- 

^ ' ^ gramme for a peace-settlement, *' No annexations or 

Q indemnities, and the right of all nationalities to determine 

tlieir own destiny," the Germans were enthusiastic about 

the first clause and silent about the second. This map 

explains the reason. 

<,jv If *' No Annexations " is interpreted as a return to the 

Q^^atus quo ante helium^ then the Germans, Magyars, Bulgars^ 

\ and Turks will continue to rule over the seventeen subject 

nationalities or fragments of nationalities which they ruled 

before the war. If, on the other hand, ** No Annexations " 

means that no nation is to be dominated by another nation, 

against its will and by the use of force, then the "self- 

• J determination of nationalities " follows as a logical con- 

>L sequence, and a settlement on the Russian basis will deprive 

^^^N^the four dominant nations of Central Europe and the Near 

^ filast of the advantages they now derive from exploiting 

populations totalling as much as half their own number. 

The problem of the subject nationalities of the German 
Alliance is a key to the present international situation. It 
exj)lains why the four nations in this alliance are banded 
together, and why they are fighting, as irreconcilable 
champions of the old regime, against the new spirit in 
politics which has prevailed in the rest of the world. 
The subject nationalities bring the German Alliance 
vj>* advantages of the utmost importance — from the German 
point of view. They give them just the necessary leverage 



l 



90 



V 



">.*..-: 






\ 






been placed trnder a more monstrons compulsion, and they 
ehow their abhorrence of it whenever the opportunity 
appears. France can boast that there are more men in the 
French Army to-day from Alsace and the conquered half of 
Lorraine — refugees from the German tyranny or the sons of 
refugees — than from any other single province of France. 
The Frertch Army has also a Polish Legion, and there are 
Ju go-Slav and Tchecho-Slovak corps in the Serbian and 
Russian Arfnies, recruited from brave men who found as 
prisoners their first opportunity of volunteering to fight for 
their own national cause. 

The Military Command of the German Alliance takes 
bloodthirsty measures against this irresistible reassertion of 
national rights. When a Tchech battalion went over to the 
Russians in Galicia, the sister battalion was decimated behind 
the Austrian lines, and since then they have taken care to 
send subject troops to fight troops that are not of their own 
blood. Italians and Rumanians are sent to the Russian front ; 
Tchecho-Slovaks and Jugo-Slavs to the Italian ; and Alsatians, 
sent by the German staff to fight Austria's battles in Galicia 
and Bulgaria's in Macedonia, have managed to make their 
way into the French and Russian lines. But those who 
escape are few, for the military authorities single out the 
subject troops for the most exposed positions. The subject 
nationalities are profitable to their masters not only while 
they live but when they die, since when they die the masters 
«nter into their heritage. The Turks, who surpass the 
Germans in "realism" and are far more indifferent to the 
opinion of the world, did not leave it to the enemy to 
perform th6 execution. They disarmed their Armenian 
"Conscripts, drafted them into labour battalions, and massacred 
them themsefves. 

This is what the subject nationalities of the German 
Alliance suffer in war ; but the atrociousness of their treat- 
ment at the moment must not make us dwell more lightly 
on the oppression they endured in peace-time for years 
bef6re the war was made. 



